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arithmetic with four future bankers; but she left her heart
at Sainte-Marie.
She was back here as a novice in 1788, but her father
would not allow her to take vows, foreseeing the sup-
pression of the monastic orders which two years later
brought Philippine back to her home. Here, during the
years of bloodshed, that is from about 1791 to 1794, she
was characteristically wholehearted in her service to all in
trouble. Hunted priests were hidden by her in her father's
house. When they were caught and confined in Sainte-
Marie, now become a temporary prison, Philippine visited
and comforted them. When, in 1798, Napoleon, invading
the Papal States, sent Pope Pius VI a prisoner through
Grenoble, Philippine knelt among the crowds who did
him homage.
She saw her uncle, Claude Perier, leave for Paris as a
representative to the legislative body, and heard reports of
his huge fortune, a fortune which was to make him one of
the founders of the Bank of France. But no earthly riches
could lure Philippine, and when her mother's death left
her lands and money, she handed these over to her sisters
and dreamed of the poverty of her mountain cloister.
Her father was also in Paris as a member of the Tribunate,
in which, with Carnot, he strenuously but unsuccessfully
opposed the life-consulate of Napoleon. Left independent
by his absence and by the death of her mother, Philippine
could give all her time to the good works which the sign-
ing of the Concordat in 1801 made increasingly possible.
She opened a school for little vagrant boys, the most
neglected section of the community; and soon was being
pursued by the demonstration of their tempestuous loyalty*
When a relative, M. de Savoie-Rollin, fell ill, Philippine
helped to nurse him back to life, and his wife begged her